PEARL GUIDE

What is a pearl?

Pearl is a word of mystery and magic for many people. It is an Organic gemstone that
is well known as one of the most coveted gemstone by the Kings and Queens.
Although, the origin of pearls is still a matter of interest and investigation, Everyone
knows that pearls are found in oysters but no one is a hundred percent sure as to
what triggers it.

Gem quality pearl: Any shellfish is capable of producing a pearl under suitable
conditions. But only those animals which have a shell with a pearly (nacreous) lining
can form a lustrous gem quality pearl.

A very important thing that has happened with the help of this knowledge about pearl
formation is pearl farming or as it is often referred to as cultivation of pearls.

Types of pearls: Pearls in encountered in the market are of the following types:

- Natural: These pearls are formed naturally by the oyster with out any human
intervention and can take about 3 to 4 years to form a gem quality size pearl to form.

- Cultured: 'Pearl Farming' or 'Pear] Cultivation' as it is called are basically the type of
pearls formed by human intervention. Although they are formed naturally in the
oyster but the process of formation does not start naturally. Two type of cultured
pearls that are commonly seen are South Sea and Keshi pearls. Other cultivated pearl
types are Akoya, Tahiti, Mabe and Freshwater.

- Imitation or Synthetic: There is no accurate scientific method which has
successfully imitated natural pearls. Still people have been trying and following type
of pearls are imitation pearls - Bathed, Bohemian, Glass, Mother of Pearl pearl,
Plastic pearl, Roman pearl and Shell pearl
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Features of a pearl: There are five characteristics by which the quality of pearl can
be measure and quantified (comparatively):

- Luster: The shine of the surface varies from, high luster to low luster.

- Surface: If the pearl has any blemishes on surface.

- Shape: Pearls range from perfectly round to any random (baroque) shape.

- Size: A good gem quality should range between 4 to 12 mm in diameter.

- Colour: Pearls come in various colours such as Rose, silver, white, cream, gold,
blue and grey.

Certification: Pearls are one of the most complex stones to test and certify as
natural or otherwise. Although certification of reputable laboratories are
considered as a proof enough at the time of sale, since the laboratories are
equipped with required technology to certify the gemstone.

Price of a Pearl: Price of the pearl depends on all the 5 characteristics of the pearls
and even more importantly what kind of a pearl it is.

Natural pearls that are formed without any human intervention are the most
expensive (and premium) cause of the time, effort and cost it takes for them to
reach the end consumer.

While cultured pearls although natural are cheaper than the natural pearls cause
they are ready much faster and cultivated by humans. The prices of various
cultured pearls also vary. Keshi pearls are considered premium while South Sea
are much cheaper than Keshi.

Keeping this in mind, the imitation or synthetic pearls are almost of no value.




