
Many gemstones are tough and hard in nature like Diamond, Ruby, Sapphires and
Garnet. But that does not mean all gemstones that are found on earth are as tough
and hard as the others. Some are softer while some are brittle and a some are
porous.
What does one mean by Softness of a Gemstone?
Softness of a gemstone is nothing but the ability of the gemstone to resist abrasion
or scratches on the surface. The gemstones hardness is usually measured in a
comparative Hardness scale called the Mohs Hardness Scale.

What does one mean by Porosity of a Gemstone?
Porosity  is the ratio of the tiny open spaces (pores) in a stone to its overall solid
volume. This is caused during the formation of the stone inside the earth. If a
material is porous, it is more able to absorb liquids and other materials. This can
be a good thing for stone in some respects: the tiny pores are great at filtering
water! But this is  not  so great when your gemstone is absorbing acidic liquids,
which can weaken and dissolve the stone and cause it to fracture or break.

HOW TO CARE FOR GEMSTONES:
Soft, Brittle and Porous

What does one mean by Brittle nature of a
Gemstone?
A brittle gemstone is a gemstone which
does can break or can get cleaved easily in
one or more directions. The catch here is
that a gemstones hardness does not define
the toughness of the stone. Even diamond
the hardest gemstone which can only be
scratched by another diamond has
direction via which it can be easily cleaved.
Thus we also come across many diamond
that have a chipped culet or chipped sides.



How to care for such gemstones?
Although the gemstones are classified above in three categories of Soft, Brittle and
Porous, the care for all three types is almost the same. Lets go at it point-wise.
- Try and store all the gemstone jewellery in separate pouches as one gemstone
maybe be harder than the other and scratched the softer gemstone.
- One should beware of acidic liquids, detergents, hard liquids while wearing any
gemstone jewellery.
- While wearing porous gems such as Emerald, Opal, Pearl, Turquoise and Amber
one should make sure to never use soap and water to clean them.
- While wearing emeralds and diamonds one should make it a point to not do
dishes while wearing them as they attract grease which settles down on the stone
and makes it lose the brilliance.
- As explained above soap and water is not good for porous gemstone. But for
harder and non-porous gemstone it is the best combination but only using it via a
damp cloth.
- Toothpaste should never be used to clean your gemstone jewellery.
- As most gemstones are harder than the metal they are put in one should make
sure than the gemstone jewellery is not put together in a lot as a gemstone may
scratch the metal of another piece of jewellery.
- Never leave your gemstone jewellery in hot boiling water to clean it. It may cause
the gemstone to become dull, loose its colour or even break in two piece in some
specific gemstones.
- Gemstones should be kept away from radiation and direct exposure to sunlight
for long at a stretch.
- Gemstones should be kept away from strong adhesives.
- They should also be kept away from strong alcohol based perfumes. One should
make a note of wearing the gemstone jewellery after applying the cosmetic
products and perfumes.
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