GEMSTONE GUIDE

What is a gemstone?

A gemstone is a mineral that is found on our planet. But, not all minerals found on
our planer are gemstones.

Four factors that are mandatory to classify a mineral as gemstone are:

- Beauty, Colour, Durability and Rarity of the mineral

Categories: It is a believed by many people that all gemstones are found in the
earth's crust and are mined from the source. But, it isn't true for all gemstones.
The gemstones are classified in 2 categories:

- Organic: Not mined but found in nature in other ways. Ex: Pearl (found in
oyster), Coral (found as reefs underwater), Amber (made by gum of trees), jet and
may others

- Inorganic: These gems are found in a crystalline structure in the earth's crust
and thus mined by us. Ex: Ruby, Diamond, Emerald, Yellow Sapphire, Blue
Sapphire and numerous others.

Colour: Another aspect of gemstone that often leaves a person puzzled is the
colour of the gemstone. The vivid and alluring colours that one sees in the
gemstone are due to two reasons. The specific chemical composition and the
absorption of light. Ex: Emerald looks green to our eyes cause the chromium
content in the stone absorbs all the colours of the white light except green which
is reflected of the surface of the gemstone.



—-- GEMSTONE GUIDE ---

Value of a gemstone?

A gemstone as everyone knows is a valuable, precious and a rare good.

Although, not many people know the real reason behind the value of a gemstone.
The real reason behind the value of any gemstone are 6:

- Colour: Better the colour, more the price.

- Clarity: Cleaner the piece, more the price.

- Cut: Better the cut, more the price.

- Carat weight: Size / weight which is rare (ex: 45 carat), more the price.

- Rarity: Rarer the gem / origin of the gem, more the price.

- Cost: More the overheads in the supply chain, more the price.

The major reasons for a gemstone to come a premium price constitute of the top 5
conditions but there are obviously some exclusions to it which depend on the
scenarios / specific pieces. Some example for the same are:

- A piece is big in size but has poor clarity characteristics.

- A piece has exceptional colour but does not have clarity.

- The gem is brilliant in all ways but is easily found.
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Treatments: Treatments are carried on almost all the gems, with only 1 aim that is
to enhance the beauty and the durability of a natural gemstone. Treatments on
many stones have openly been accepted by the industry as well. Ex: Oiling on
Emeralds, Heating of Sapphires and Rubies, Bleaching of Coral and so on.

Various other treatments that vary from gem to gem are Irradiation, dying,
coating, foil-backing, glass filling, lazer drilling and waxing to name the commonly
seen treatments on the gemstones.
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Certification: Certification is one thing which is what guarantees a customer that
he or she is not being fooled. So, it is becoming more of a thumb rule for all the
sellers to certify their stones before putting them up for sale. Also, certified pieces
do command a higher resale value than the not certified pieces.

Certifications from reputed independent national and international labs are
always considered trustworthy. Some reputed laboratories in the market are:

- Gemological Institute of America (GIA)

- Gem Research Swiss Lab (GRS)

- Gemmological Institute of India (GII)

- Diamond and Gem Laboratories of America (DGLA).

Apart from these a lot of reputable authorized independent laboratories are
present in the market:

- International Gemmological Institute (IGI)

- Transnational Gemmological Laboratory (TGL)

- Shri Zaveri Mahajan Zaverat & Moti Tolai Charitable Trust and many more.
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Shape : Emerald Step Cut i |
‘ z Identification ~ : NATURAL EMERALD
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For online verification visit www.dgla.us & www.dgla.co




